For over two years these ‘war wounded’ worked
twelve-hour shifts, day and night, in conditions of
extreme heat producing one and a half million shells —
many more than any other Projectile Factory, and were
highly commended for their efforts.

With the end of the War in 1918 and the Armistice,

the whole enterprise came to a sudden end as the
Belgians returned home and the Village in Birtley
became a ghost town, the furniture sold at auction and
‘the huts’ taken over by the local people. The National
Projectile Factory was partly sold off but remained in
use by various industries until it was opened up again
by the Ministry of Defence for the Second World War
in 1940 and became the Royal Ordnance Factory. Now
owned by BAE Systems, the factory has only recently
been moved to Washington and the Birtley factory
demolished.

All that remains today [2014] of the Village of
Elisabethville are the blocks which were the food store
and the butcher’s shop [on Devon Crescent], a small
piece of the iron railings next to the Fire Station, and
the main thoroughfare named Elisabeth Avenue.
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If you are interested in learning more about
local history you might consider joining a local
history society or group. Birtley Heritage group

meets regularly at Birtley Library.
To discover more contact:

Birtley Library,
Durham Road, Birtley

Chester le Street DH3 1LE
Tel: 0191 433 6101

PICTURES from Archives of John G. Bygate:
Interior of house
Belgian workers in factory
Works Foremen’s dwellings

View of Birtley main road South
Three Tuns left/ Elisabethville right

Public Archives are held at Birtley Branch Library,
Gateshead Central Library and
Beamish Museum Resource Centre.

Birtley Heritage Group
Birtley and the Great War 1914-1918 .
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by kind permission of John G. Bygate,
author of
‘Of Arms and the Heroes’
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