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Houses of Q%irt[ey

Some of the large houses in
Birtley included Birtley Hall, the
Grove and the oldest house of
all, Birtley Old Hall.

On the eastern slope above

Birtley lies one of the last big

houses, Leafield House, built

¢1870. The house was named

after Leafield Colliery both situated in
the Vigo area. The house is now in a
sad state of repair, belying it's former
glory as an important residence of
mining engineers at the end of the 19th
century, and in the 20th Century under
Gateshead Council as a residential school
for children with behavioural problems.

The first recorded residents were Mr
Thomas Heppell, his wife Emily and son Thomas, who
lived there until c1901

The next family to live at Leafield house was the Kirkups -
Philip, his wife Mary and their children Ann, Constance,
Ernest and Philip. Philip went on to have a distinguished
military career being awarded the Military Cross in 1916
and the DSO in 1918. Birtley Hero Committee awarded
him an inscribed gold watch, which is still in his family’s
possession. As Lieutenant Colonel Perkins he unveiled
Birtley's War memorial in 1923.

The residents of the big houses have benefitted the people
of Birtley in a number of ways. In 1911, to commemorate
their 25th Wedding Anniversary. Philip Kirkup donated a
peal of 6 bells to St John's Church

Talbot Cottages were built in 1873 by Birtley Iron Works,
and have the initials AHH (Augustus Henry Hunt) on a
plague along with the talbot hunting dog, the Hunt family
crest. It was thought that these cottages were built for the
iron works tradesmen. Occupations in the 1881 census
show head gardener, pattern maker, blacksmith and iron
worker
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Birtﬁey

Place name means bright meadow
(Old English beorht leah)

To discover more about the history
of Birtley contact:

Birtley Library,
Durham Road,
Birtley,
Chester le Street DH3 | LE
Tel: 0191 433 610
email: birtleyheritagegroup@hotmail.co.uk

Gateshead Central Library contains a wealth of
local history information

Gateshead Central Library,
Prince Consort Road
Gateshead NE8 4LN
Tel: 0191 433 8420 Fax: 0191 477 7454

If you are interested in learning more about local
history you might consider joining a local history
society or group
Birtley Heritage group meets regularly at
Birtley Library — for further details please contact the
library on 0191 433 6101

Cover photo: Miners on the steps of New Empire House, Birtley 1920’s
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